


Many of the orchids
shown here are
common, however,
some are rare, many
are threatened and a
few are endangered.
At least one is extinct
in the wild.

MEXICO

1,200+

There are about
30,000 orchids in the
world. Over 1,200 of
them can be found in
Mexico. Of these,
about 250 are found
ONLY in Mexico.



Acineta barkeri

Found in Oaxaca and Chiapas in
cloud forests at elevations around
1000 to 2000 meters as a medium
sized, warm growing epiphyte with
ovoid, slightly compressed,
longitudinally sulcate pseudobulbs
partially enveloped by fibrous sheaths
and carrying 3 to 4, apical, erect,
plicate, coriaceous, elliptic,
acuminate, attenuate and channeled
below into the base leaves that
blooms in the summer on basal, 2 to
3, pendant, terete, racemose, slightly
flexuous, 12 to 16" (30 to 40 cm) long,
15 to 20 flowered inflorescence
arising on a mature pseudobulb as a
new growth appears, with several,
tubular, scarious, coffee brown bracts
and elllptlc -ovate, cucullate, round to
obtuse floral bracts carrying
simultaneously opening, fragrant
flowers.




Aclanthera breviflora

Found in Oaxaca, a miniature sized epiphytic orchid. Very little data is
available on this apparently rare orchid.



Aclanthera chrysantha

Found in Jalisco, Michoacan, Guerrero, Mexico and Oaxaca on Pacific facing
slopes or in humid sub-deciduous forests at elevations of 1500 to 2400 meters as
a small sized, warm to cool growing epiphyte with a stiff, erect ramicaul carrying a
single, apical, thick, rigid, sessile, oblong, obtuse apically and below into the
elongate, channeled, petiolate base leaf that blooms on a apical, short, stiff, erect,
fasciculate, (1" (2.5 cm) long, few (4 to 5) flowered inflorescence arising through a
narrow spathe that holds the flowers close to the base of the leaf.



Acineta hagsater!

Found in Guerrero in humid oak forests at elevations around 1950 meters
as a medium sized, warm to cool growing epiphyte with ovoid, furrowed
pseudobulbs carrying 4 apical, plicate, ascending, coriaceous, elliptic,
basally attenuate in a channeled pseudopetiole, acute to acuminate
apically leaves that blooms in the summer on a pendent, 12" (30 cm) long,
loosely 20 to 25 flowered inflorescence carrying Cinnamon scented,
simultaneously opening, resupinate flowers



Alamania punicea

This dwarf epiphytic orchid is found only
iIn Mexico at elevations of 1500 to 2700
meters and is a miniature sized, cool
growing species, in pastures and open
woodlands, lava flows and attached to
large oaks or on rocks beneath them with
clustered, ovoid pseudobulbs with 2 to 3,
coriaceous, oblong-elliptic, obtuse, slightly
conduplicate, articulate basally, broad
leaves and blooms in the spring and early
summer on an erect, terminal, racemose,
1 to 5 flowered inflorescence that arises
on a leafless pseudobulb and is equal to
or slightly shorter than the leaves. This
species requires an autumn and winter
rest with no water and fertilizer but the
humidity and cool nights. Water and
fertilizer should be resumed when the
new growth appears in the early spring.




Anathallis scariosa

Found in Michoacan, Mexico, Morelos, Guerrero and Oaxaca in montane
rainforests and cloud forests at elevations of 1800 to 2300 meters as a miniature
to small sized, cool to cold growing epiphyte with slender erect ramicauls
enveloped basally by 2 to 3, tubular, scarious sheaths and carrying a single,
apical, erect, coriaceous, arcuate, convex, elliptic to oblong-elliptic, obtuse-
rounded, gradually narrowing below into the petiolate base leaf that blooms in the
late spring and early summer on 1 to 2, erect, 4" (10 cm) long, racemose, many
flowered inflorescence carrying simultaneously opening flowers



Anathallis sclerophylla

A miniature to small sized,
cool to hot growing,
caespitose epiphyte that is
found from to northern
South America in wet
montane forests and cloud
forests at 480 to 3100
meters. It blooms in the fall
on an apical, racemose, to
12" [30 cm] long several to
many flowered
inflorescence with the
flowers held well above the
leaf and having
simultaneously opening,
fragrant flowers.
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Arpophyllum giganteum

Found in Central America, Colombia,
Venezuela and Jamaica as a medium
to large sized, warm growing epiphyte
in foothill forests, at elevations of 800
to 1500 meters with cylindric, unifoliate,
laterally compressed pseudobulbs
enveloped with scarious bracts, with
lanceolate to strap-shaped, lightly
falcate leaves. It should be grown like
a cool Cattleya with ample light and
water, It will bloom in the late winter
through spring on a terminal, 16" [40
cm] long, racemose inflorescence
arising on a newly maturing
pseudobulb. This species has flat strap
shaped leaves.



Arpophyllum spicatum

A medium to large sized, warm
to cool growing epiphyte, a
lithophyte as well as a
terrestrial at elevations of 1000
to 2400 meters, in open
mountain forests. This species
has a single curved, terete "v"
shaped leaf and is found from
Mexico to Colombia,
Venezuela and Jamaica. It
blooms in the spring on a
erect, terminal, 6" [15 cm] long,
crowded raceme with a
compressed basal sheath and
many small flowers held in a
cylindrical shape, above the
leaves.




Artorima erubescens

Found in the evergreen cloud forests of Oaxaca and Guerrero, on the highest peaks
at high elevations of 2400 to 3100 meters as a cool to cold growing epiphyte with a
thick rhizome and widely space conical-ovoid pseudobulbs carrying 3 to 6 elliptic to
oblong-lanceolate, acute-obtuse leaves with an 8" to 4' long (20 to 120 cm), terminal
panicle with a loose, few to many (6 to 100), fragrant, showy flowers that blooms in
the winter through early spring. It is reportedly very difficult to grow probably because
in situ it blooms when there is nocturnal freezing temperatures and this is difficult to
reproduce within the greenhouse. Best grown mounted on tree fern kept cold and
given plenty of humidity, water and fertilizer. This orchid has become rare due to
logging in the area. This genus is related to Epidendrum but removed because of it's
unusual stigma which has a "T" shaped slit that catches the foot of bees and is fairly
unigue within the orchidaceae.



Barkeria barkeriola

From Nayarit, this specimen
was rescued on a small
branch floating in a small
swift stream, 5 km East of
Huacicori, at about 100m.
This southwestern Mexican
epiphytic species occurs at
elevations of 600 to 1000
meters on trees and shrubs
on the Pacific coast with
slender, swollen spindle
shaped pseudobulbs
carrying thin apical,
deciduous leaves that fall
before it blooms on an
apical, 8 3/4" (27 cm) long,
racemose inflorescence with
up to 10 flowers blooming in
late summer and fall.




Barkeria dorotheae

A hot growing, miniature epiphyte
or lithophyte that is found under dry
scrub on the dry Pacific coast near
Jalisco in shaded to fully exposed
positions among cacti and small
trees at elevations of sea level to
100 meters. They are best grown
mounted on small bark covered
branches, given water only while in
growth and it will bloom in the late
fall and winter, with an apical, up to
2'8" (80 cm) long, many flowered,
racemose to occasionally branched
inflorescence that should be kept
Intact as it can rebloom. The plant
blooms on leafless fusiform
pseudobulbs in its deciduous state
In the late fall and winter.




Barkeria lindleyana
subsp. vanneriana

Found in Puebla, Guerrero and Oaxaca on cliffs or steep rocky slopes in
tropical deciduous forests, dry oak forests and in xerophytic scrub with
columnar cacti at elevations of 950 to 2000 meters as a medium to large
sized, cool to warm growing lithophyte with acrotonic (the new stem arises
from 1/3 up on the old stem), sympodially ascending, subcylindrical,
swelling to fusiform, 9 to 11 noded stems enveloped by scarious,
adpressed, grey sheaths and carrying 5 to 7, distichous, artlculate
lanceolate-elliptic to ovate, acute to acumlnate coriaceous to fleshy, green
profusely tinted purple beneath leaves becomlng deC|duous at blooming in
the fall on an apical, erect, very thin, subterete, 6 to " (15 to 90 cm) long,
racemose inflorescence enveloped by scarious, tubular, basally imbricate
bracts and distant towards the apex and producing 3 to 18, 1 1/2" to 2"
showy rose-lavender flowers with a dark purple disk on the lavender lip



Barkeria melanocaulon

This miniature sized, hot to warm growing
sometimes epiphytic but mostly lithophytic
species is found in central Oaxaca in the
transition zone between tropical
deciduous forests and dry oak forests on
limestone boulders or the trees above at
elevations of 1600 to 1700 meters and
has thickened, compressed, 3 to 8 noded
stems enveloped completely by scarious,
tubular leafless to leaf-bearing sheaths
carrying 3 to 6, articulate to the leaf
sheath, elliptic to narrowly ovate, acute,
coriaceous to sub fleshy leaves that
blooms on a medium length to 15" (17.5
cm) long, laxly few to many flowered,
racemose inflorescence arising from a
newly developing stem occurring in the
summer with nonfragrant flowers. This
species and the similar B whartoniana
differ mainly in the fact that this species
has the column adpressed to the lip
surface.




Barkeria naevosa

Found as a miniature to small sized, as a hot to warm growing epiphyte in
Guerrero, and Oaxaca on the Pacific coast at elevations of sea level to
1600 meters with thick, fleshy roots, an abbreviated rhizome giving rise to
fusiform, 5 to 7 noded pseudobulbs enveloped completely by close-fitting,
silver-grey sheaths and carrying 2 to 6, distichous, fleshy, linear-lanceolate,
acuminate, conduplicate and articulate to the sheaths below, green spotted
purple leaves that blooms on an erect 2.4 to 14" (6 to 35 cm) long, apical,
many flowered inflorescence that can have additional racemes arising after
the original raceme has finished occurring in the late fall, winter and early
spring and carrying strongly fragrant flowers.



Barkeria palmer!

From mid-western, Pacific coastal Mexico at elevations of sea level to 1300
meters, this hot to warm growing epiphyte is found in tropical deciduous or
semi-deciduous forests species and needs to be mounted on a small
branch of wood and have fusiform, slender pseudobulbs that are enclosed
by scarious sheaths and having reddish green, deciduous, coriaceous,
fleshy, narrowly lanceolate leaves that will bloom on an apical, simple or
branched, 12" (30 cm) long, several to many (2-100) flowered inflorescence
occurring in the mid-winter. This orchid is deciduous and loses its leaves in
the fall before the mid winter blooming. Best to mount this species on wood
sticks and give plenty of bright light, water and fertilizer while growing. As
the leaves yellow and fall off in the mid to late fall it is time to stop watering
and fertilizing, withholding until the new growth appears in the early spring
after blooming.



Barkeria scandens

Found in Michoacan, Guerrero,
and Oaxaca in subtropical scrub,
dry oak forests and moist scrub
meters as a small to large sized,
cool to warm growing twig
epiphyte or lithophyte at
elevations of 1000 to 1900 meters
with sympodially ascending,
cylindrical stems enveloped by
close fitting sheaths and carrying
3 to 8, distichous, deciduous,
fleshy, ovate-elliptic to lanceolate,
acute to subacute, obtuse-
subcordate below, green suffused
with purple, carinate beneath
leaves that blooms in the fall on a
terminal, racemose, very thin,
subterete, 4 to 22" (10 to 55 cm)
long, densely 2 to 18 flowered
inflorescence and grows best
mounted on slabs of cork or tree
fern.




Barkeria shoemakerl

From Michoacan, Guerrero and Oaxaca
at elevations around sea level to 620
meters along dry creek beds as a
deciduous leafed, mini-miniature to
medium sized, hot to warm growing
epiphyte with slim, fusiform, 4 to 7
noded pseudobulbs enveloped white,
scarious, close fitting sheaths and
carrying 2 to 6, ascending-erect to
arcuate, distichous, lanceolate,
acuminate, basally round and clasping,
very fleshy, purple spotted beneath
often strongly conduplicate leaves that
blooms on an apical, rarely racemose to
often paniculate, 2 to 4 branched, laxly
(3 to 40) several to many flowered
inflorescence with successive opening
flowers occurring in the mid-winter. This
species is the same as most Barkeria,
needs to be mounted on a branch or
twig and given ample water, fertilizer
and bright light through the spring and
summer and then needs a cooler dry
period in the winter,




Barkeria skinneri

Found in Chiapas and
northwestern Guatemala as a
slender, medium sized, warm to
cool growing epiphyte and
lithophyte at elevations of 900 to
1900 meters, mostly on oak trees
in tropical deciduous rainforests
with clustered, fusiform-cylindric
stems subtended by several
scarious leaf sheaths and carrying
several, elliptic or elliptic-
lanceolate, fleshy leaves. It blooms
in the fall to mid-winter on an
erect, 12" [30 cm] long, racemose
to paniculate, few to many
flowered, long-lived inflorescence
enveloped by long, imbricate,
scarious sheaths.




Barkeria spectabilis

Found in southern Mexico,
Guatemala and El Salvador where it
grows as a small sized epiphyte or
lithophyte in dry areas on oak trees
and bushes at elevations of 1300-
3500 meters. It has fusiform, erect
pseudobulbs carrying ovate to linear-
lanceolate leaves. It is a cool to cold
growing orchid and likes to be
mounted on wood branches with
moderate shade and even watering
while growing. It likes a drier winter
rest after leaf drop. It flowers in the
summer on a few to many flowered,
apical, 10" [25 cm] long, racemose or
paniculate inflorescence arising on a
new pseudobulb with short-lived non-
fragrant flowers.




Barkeria strophinx
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Found in Michoacan along streams in tropical deciduous forests at
elevations of 700 to 1100 meters as a small to medium sized, hot to warm
growing epiphyte with stalked, fusiform pseudobulbs enveloped by scarious
sheaths and carrying erect, coriaceous, linear-lanceolate, acuminate,
deciduous leaf that blooms in the winter and early spring on a terminal, 4"
(10cm) long, paniculate, 5 to 30 flowered inflorescence



Barkeria uniflora

This small epiphyte from the Mexican
states of Nayarit, Jalisco, Michoacan,
Mexico, Guerrero and Oaxaca at
elevations of 670 to 1300 meters is
found on trees and shrubs along dry
creekbeds as a miniature to large
sized, hot to warm growing epiphyte
with a very thin, 4 to 9 noded
pseudobulb carrying 2 to 7, distichous,
very fleshy, linear to lanceolate,
acuminate to subacute, olive green
lined with purple leaves. It blooms in
the fall and winter on an apical,
racemose to paniculate, few flowered,
2 to 3 branched, 2 to 20" [5 to 50 cm]
long, with several [1to 20] 1to 3
flowered inflorescences enveloped by a
few bracts and has ovate, obtuse to
acute, concave, brown, scarious floral
bracts.
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Barkeria vanneriana
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Found in the Mexican states of
Puebla, Guerrero and Oaxaca, on
cliffs or steep rocky slopes in tropical
deciduous forests, dry oak forests and
in xerophytic scrub with columnar cacti
at elevations of 950 to 2000 meters as
a medium to large sized, cool to warm
growing lithophyte. It becomes
deciduous at blooming in the fall. It
produces 3 to 18, 1 1/2" to 2" showy
rose-lavender flowers with a dark
purple disk on the lavender lip on an
apical, erect, very thin, subterete, 15
to 90 cm long, racemose inflorescence
enveloped by scarious, tubular, basally
imbricate bracts.



Barkeria whartoniana

This small sized lithophyte and
occasional epiphyte from Oaxaca is
found in hot, dry, deciduous forests
or stunted forests around rock
outcroppings occurring at elevations
of 200 to 300 meters with thickened
slightly compressed stems
enveloped by scarious, adpressed
sheaths and carrying 4 to 7,
ensiform to narrowly ovate, acute,
deciduous coriaceous, articulate to
the leaf sheath leaves and blooms
in the fall in the wild and into the
winter and early spring in cultivation
on an apical, racemose several
flowered inflorescence with non-
fragrant flowers. Can be confused
with B melanocaulon and B fritz-
halbingeriana but differs in having
the column free from the lip, the
other two have the column
adpressed to the lip.




Bletia adenocarpa

Found in western Mexico
near the Pacific coast on
bluffs, grassy slopes and
hillsides in oak or semi-
deciduous forests at
elevations of 1000 to 1900
meters as a small to medium
sized, warm to cool growing
terrestrial orchid with
ellipsoid, horizontal or vertical
pseudobulbs carrying
narrowly lanceolate, plicate,
long petiolate leaves and
blooms in the spring through
fall on an erect, 12 to 28" (30
to 70 cm) long, racemose, to
15 flowered inflorescence
arising from the base of the
leaves.




Bletia campanulata

It grows mainly in rocky
(volcanic) grassy hillsides in
open oak forest in Nayatrit,
Jalisco and Michoacan from
1500 m to 2100 m. This one was
photographed in situ in the lava
flow above Uruapan, Michoacan.
Blooming in August. The plant
has subterranean corms that
give rise to erect, plicate,
lanceolate leaves and blooms on
an erect, racemose to 20" (to 50
cm) long, few to several flowered
inflorescence carrying large,
campanulate flowers




Bletia ensifolia

Found in the Mexican
states of Nayarit, Durango,
Jalisco on rocky and
grassy hillsides and banks
In dry oak or oak-pine
forests at elevations of
1500 to 2500 meters as a
medium sized, warm to
cool growing terrestrial with
erect, ovoid corms carrying
1 to 4 very long, narrow,
attenuate leaves. It blooms
in the summer through
early fall on a short, loosely
1 to 5 flowered
inflorescence.




Bletia gracilis
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Found in Jalisco, Michoacan, Guerrero, Mexico, Morelos and Oaxaca on rocky or
grassy hillsides in oak and oak-pine forests at elevations of 600 to 2200 meters as a
medium sized, warm to cool growing terrestrial orchid with ovoid, erect, solitary or
clustered corms enveloped basally by fibrous bases of old leaf bearing sheaths and
carrying 1 to 2, apical, erect, plicate, purple below, green above, oblong-elliptic, to
lanceolate, acute to acuminate, petiolate leaves and blooms in the summer and fall
with or without leaves and sometimes as late as mid-winter on leafless corms,
occurring as a basal, slender, wiry, 8 to 30" (20 to 75 cm) long, few to 10 flowered
inflorescence that is enveloped basally by several, imbricating, scarious sheaths.
This species and B roezlii, which is often listed as B gracilis var roezlii can be
distinguished by the papillose lip of the latter and the flowers that open better and
have more substance.



Bletia keinastil
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A western Mexican terrestrial species that grows warm to cool and is found
In soil of volcanic origin at elevations of 1500 to 2300 meters and blooms on
a basal, erect, racemose, several flowered inflorescence.



Bletia lilacina

Found in western Mexico at elevations of 1900 to 2200 meters as a small to
medium sized, cool growing terrestrial that blooms in the winter.



Found in Mexico at
elevations of 1000 to
2000 meters as a medium
sized, warm to cool
growing terrestrial, at
times occurring in lava
fields or open deciduous
forests in clumps of
coarse grass in well
drained loamy soils with
brownish green corms
carrying a few plicate,
narrowly oblong-elliptic
leaves that blooms in the
spring on a to 3' long, few
flowered inflorescence.




Bletia purpurea

This species is found in the
Carribbean and Central America. It
Is a small to large sized, cool to
warm growing terrestrial or
lithophyte found in dry woods and
fields or on cliff faces, or at the base
of tree trunks or in swamps. It has
subterranean, radish-shaped
pseudobulbs with 2 deciduous,
elliptic, petiolate, plicate leaves. It
can be found up to 2000 meters and
blooms in the spring and early
summer on a basal, to 5' [150 cm]
long, erect, basal, sometimes
branching inflorescence with a few
to many [9 to 40], color variable,
successively opening flowers arising
on a mature pseudobulb.




Bletia roezlii

Found in DF and Oaxaca in lava fields at elevations of 1780 to 2700 meters
as a medium to large sized, cool to cold growing, deciduous terrestrial with
semi horizontal to horizontal, conic-subglobose, whitish to brown corms
giving rise to 2 to 3, plicate, only 2 present at flowering, elliptic, acute,
gradually narrowing below into the clasping base leaves that blooms in the
late spring and early summer on an erect, scapose, 13.2 to 26.4" (33 to 66
cm) long, racemose, 3 to 8 flowered inflorescence with subulate, acuminate
floral bracts and carrying ascending flowers.



Brassavola cucullata

One to two (or more) flowered, ‘
epiphytic plant that is fragrant at
night, grows best mounted on
wood. It comes from Central to \
South America as a medium
sized, warm to cool growing
epiphyte of coastal rainforests up
to 1800 meters with slender,
terete, jointed stems enveloped
by white, scarious, tubular
sheaths and carrying a single,
apical, linear subulate, terete,
fleshy coriaceous leaf that blooms
from summer till autumn on a
short to 8" [20cm] peduncle that is
borne at the junction of the single
leaf and terete stem.




Brassavola hodosa

A hardy, medium sized, hot growing
epiphyte or lithophyte with terete,
short stems enveloped by scarious
sheaths with a single, sub-terete,
sulcate, acute-apiculate leaf. It has
a pleasant strong, citrus fragrance
at night and the flowers are close to
4" across. Flowering can occur in
the spring and summer but is
possible at any time of the year.
Found in Central America and
northern South America from sea
level to about 500 meters as
epiphytes or lithophytes and can be
salt tolerant.




Brassia maculata

A large epiphyte and occasional lithophyte
that is commonly found growing in detritus
at altitudes below 750 meters in Mexico,
Belize, Honduras, Guatemala, Cuba and
Jamaica with ovoid to oblong-elliptic,
compressed pseudobulbs. It has 2 apical,
oblong-ligulate leaves and blooms in the
spring on a 36" [90 cm]long, loosely few to
many flowered inflorescence arising from a
mature pseudobulb with remote, tubular
sheaths and large, waxy, long-lived
fragrant flowers. They do well in baskets or
pots with a open mix that provides good
drainage.




Brassia signata

This medium sized, warm to cool
growing epiphytic species is found in
Guerrero and Oaxaca in moist oak
and montane rainforests at elevations
around 1200 to 2200 meters with
oblong to ovate, elongate, laterally
compressed pseudobulb partially
enveloped basally by 1 to 3 pairs of
distichous, imbricating, conduplicate
leaf- bearlng sheaths and carrying 2,
apical, spreading, oblong to
oblanceolate, acute, gradually
narrowing below into the short,
narrow, petiolate base leaves and
blooms on a 12" (30 cm) long,
® suberect to arching, few to several (2
to 10) flowered inflorescence arising
through the leaf sheaths on a newly
matured pseudobulb with fragrant
flowers occurring in the spring and
summer.




Brassia verrucosa

This large species is a warm to
cool growing epiphyte found in
open humid, evergreen to
semi-deciduous cloud forests
on tree trunks and larger
branches from altitudes of 900
to 2400 meters, from Mexico to
Brazil. It is distinguished from
the other Brassia by the green
warts on the base of the lip. It
flowers in late spring through
early autumn on a 2' [60 cm]
long, erect to arching,
inflorescence arising on a
mature pseudobulb. It has a
slight fragrance of black
pepper and needs regular
waterings and fertilizer year
round.



