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Next Meeting 

Wednesday September 12th, 2018 
Cheshire Senior Center 
240 Maple Ave, Cheshire, CT 
 

6:30 pm.:  Doors open. Socializing. 
Come early and help set up. 
7:30 pm: Business meeting. 
8:00 pm: Featured speaker and/or 
presentation. 
 

Please bring a snack for the 
refreshments table! 

Don't forget to bring your blooming 
plants for the show table! 

 
 

For notice of last-minute cancellations, 
visit our website: www.ctorchids.org 

. 
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Featured Event 

First meeting of the season! 

 

Speaker Joe Silva from Silva 

Orchids 

https://www.silvaorchids.com/ 

 

Getting your orchids ready 

for winter with proper 

potting & mounting 

techniques. 
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President's Message 

Hello Everyone, 

Hope you had a wonderful summer and all of your plants had great fun 
outside. Summer is winding down, and we are heading back to the regular 
schedule: up early to get the plants watered then off to work. I must say I 
came home to several nice surprises. Several of my orchids were blooming for 
the first time. 

We had a nice relaxing afternoon at Sue Kennedy’s. She proudly showed some 
of her blooming plants in her new expanded shade area. Oh so jealous: her 
GH is already totally cleaned and ready for all the plants to return. 

Make sure to take pictures of your blooming plants and send them along for 
posting on our face book page. 

This month in Cheshire we welcome Joe Silva from Silva Orchids. His timely 
topic is “Properly preparing your orchids for winter, both potting and 
mounting will be reviewed.  Hope you placed your preorder of Orchiada.  
Great savings. Joe will be bringing some of his great plants. 

Enjoy the holiday weekend. See everyone in Cheshire. 

Cheryl 

Last Meeting 

On August 25th, we gathered at Sue 

Kennedy's house for our summer 

picnic. Sue generously offered us a 

tour of her greenhouse and her 

orchids' summer locales. Good food, 

good company, good plants. 

 

On June 23rd, Clint Morse gave us a 

private tour of the many greenhouses 

at the University of Connecticut, 

Storrs. Photos on page 3 and 4. 

Upcoming Events 

September 15 

AOS Judging at Frelinghuysen Arboretum 

Morristown, NJ 

October 6 

AOS Judging at Tower Hill Boylston, MA 

Deep Cut OS Annual Auction Oceanport, NJ 

October 20 

Mid-Hudson OS Show and Sale Newburgh, NY 
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UCONN Greenhouse Tour with Clint Morse 

 

 

 

 

 
All UCONN photos taken by Rebecca Schwartz 
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June Show Table 

Culture is as noted: C- cool I-Intermediate W-Warm G- Greenhouse WS- windowsill L- Lights 
 

Angulocaste Golden Eye x Lycaste cochleata C. Mizak i, g 
Brassia Edvah Loo ‘Nishida’ K. Kuziel i, w 
Brassia verrucosa var. majus C. Mizak i, g 
Cattleya warscewiczii ‘Fabio Nahas’ AM/AOS G. McGeough i, g 
Oncidium (Florescent x Crystal Palace ‘Neon’)  syn. Odontioda G. McGeough i, g 
Phalaenopsis hybrid ig. variegated K. Faustini i,w 
Phalaenopsis Miraflore K. Kuziel i,w 
Phalaenopsis Papagayo K. Kuziel i,w 
Phalaenopsis Venus (equestris x lindenii) R. Schwartz i,w 
Vanda falcata Shutennou syn. Neofinetia D. Tognalli i, w 
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Your Opinion Matters 

Is there something in the newsletter you'd 

like to see? 

Is there something you wish you didn't see 

in the newsletter? 

Which section do you read first? Which do 

you skip? 

This is YOUR newsletter! Let us know! 
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June Meeting Minutes – June 16, 2018 

Our speaker was Jason Fischer of New World Orchids, speaking on Jungle Logs and alternative potting 

methods. He is known for such hybrids as his namesake Phrag. Jason Fischer , which holds 18 FCCs. In 

Japan, his Neofinetia falcata won third place in a competition—for its roots! 

What is needed for orchids is a medium that will hold moisture in a cold winter. Ideal humidity ranges 

from 20% to 80%. A Jungle Log is a semi-self watering cylinder, which is low maintenance. He uses a 

clay cylinder used for breeding discus fish, which is unglazed ceramic. He first plugs up the base, then fills 

it with pebbles. This is then wrapped with hardware cloth, as well as an Olympic tree moss. The moss 

comes from a place called Moss Unlimited. He ties the orchids to it with fishing line. When filled with 

water, it is essentially self watering, and has a 10 year lifespan. The moss breathes well, and is pH neutral. 

Jason also mentioned Cool Logs, from a South Carolina company. 

Another potting alternative is oasis, used by florists, which he wraps with moss and coco fiber. He had a 

vanda in a basket for 10 years planted with this tree moss. You could also make a tube covered with moss 

that has charcoal in the center. Coco fiber, or coir, is also good for cymbidiums, dendrobiums, etc. He 

takes soup containers and makes holes in them with a soldering iron, using this and moss for moisture-

loving plants (semi-hydroponic.) Since the 1600s, growers in Japan have made hollow moss-wrapped 

potting arrangements for Neofinetias. Paphs, such as delenatii, like spagnum moss. Of course, a terrific 

handmade pot adds to the aesthetic. By using a clear vase with hydroponic balls in the bottom, topping it 

with bark and moss,he has grown some orchids such as paphs and phals. Rainwater or low mineral water 

is best here. Putting water in the base, these can be watered every eight weeks! 
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Connecticut Orchid 

Society is an incorporated 

non-profit 501 (c) (3) 

organization founded in 

1959. Please consider 

making a charitable 

contribution to COS. 

 

Most donations made to 

COS are tax deductible. 
 

COS Membership Information 

Membership Policy Membership is open to anyone interested in orchids. Members join the Society 

by payment of annual dues. Memberships may be individual, student, family, life, or honorary. 

Honorary membership is for life and is made by nomination of the Board of Directors and majority 

vote of the membership present at a regular meeting. Annual membership includes electronic 

delivery of the newsletter. The newsletter is published each month except July and August. 

COS Membership Dues: $20/yr. Individual $25/yr. Family 

$200 Individual or $250 Family Lifetime Membership (never pay dues again!) Visit 

www.ctorchids.org to apply for/renew membership. We accept Paypal.  

Contact Membership Chairperson Mary Rampone at COSMembership@earthlink.net  for details. 

Mentor List 

The following COS members are available to answer your culture 

questions and help you with any orchid growing problems you 

may have. 

Judy Becker judybecker40@att.net (860) 824-0561  

(8:00--8:00 pm) Greenhouse growing methods: Wide variety of species 
& hybrids 
 

Sam Hinckley samuelhinckley@comcast.net (860) 688-0943  

(After 7:30 pm) Windowsill growing methods: Species & hybrids 
 

Glenn McGeough mcgeough7@gmail.com (203) 482-3973 

Specializing in Cattleyas. 
 

Jeffrey Richards jeffrey.richards@snet.net  
Greenhouse growing methods: Specializing in Paphiopedilums. 
 

Sharon SmithDelisle sharonsmithdelisle@hotmail.com  

Under lights & windowsill growing methods: Bulbophylums, 
Cymbidiums, Dendrobiums, Paphiopedilums, Miltoniopsis, & mixed 
genera. 
 

David Tognalli dtog54@sbcglobal.net (860) 521-7249 (Contact 

evenings & weekends) Windowsill & outdoor growing methods: 
Warm growers, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums,  & mixed genera. 

 

mailto:COSMembership@earthlink.net
mailto:judybecker40@att.net
mailto:samuelhinckley@comcast.net
mailto:mcgeough7@gmail.com
mailto:jeffrey.richards@snet.net
sharonsmithdelisle@hotmail.com
mailto:dtog54@sbcglobal.net
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PRESIDENT     Cheryl Mizak    203-264-6096 

VICE-PRESIDENT    George Sabolcik   msabolcik@cjryouth.org 

TREASURER     David Tognalli    860-521-7249 

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE    Sue Kennedy    860-567-1337 

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE    Rebecca Schwartz  rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY   Carla Koch    203-272-8121 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON   Mary Rampone    203-263-2831 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY   Sharon SmithDelisle   203-744-1849 

 LIBRARIAN/HISTORIAN   

AOS REPRESENTATIVE    Cheryl Mizak    203-264-6096 

CONSERVATION CHAIRPERSON   

SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR      

REFRESHMENT CO-CHAIR   Karen Kuziel    203-262-9077 

WEB MASTER     Mary Ellen Wilson 

2018 Connecticut Orchid Society Officers & Posts 

 

By Mail:  

 Connecticut Orchid Society, Inc. 

 Editorial Office 

 P.O. Box 198 

 Farmington, CT 06034-0198 

 

By Email: 

 President Cheryl Mizak 

  president@ctorchids.org  

 Co-Editors Rebecca Schwartz and Monty Sabolcik 

  editor@ctorchids.org  

Contact Us 

Connecticut Orchid Society Mission Statement 
 

The Connecticut Orchid Society is an incorporated, non-profit association for the preservation and 

extension of knowledge concerning the conservation, ecology, science, cultivation, hybridization, 

appreciation and uses of orchids; and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable 

to effectuate such purposes. 
 

 

mailto:president@ctorchids.org
mailto:editor@ctorchids.org

