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Featured Event 

 

Cattleya labiata 

Sergio Garcia of Olompali 

Orchids 
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President's Message 

Hello Everyone, 

Fall is in the air: shorter days and cooler nights means it is time to start prepping to bring in your orchids. Step up 

your insect inspections and spraying. I am sure you do not want to bring inside any unwanted guests. They will 

not be wearing masks and will be most happy to feast on your plants.   

Don’t forget to wind up any last-minute potting chores, and if your orchid is too big to bring in, consider 

donating a division to our auction. 

This will be our first virtual auction.  Dave and Rebecca are coordinating and targeting October.  Please consider 

donating any extra orchid divisions you may have. This will be our only fundraiser for 2020, so we do appreciate 

your plants and of course joining in the auction fun. How do donate: send the name of the plant, a current picture, 

and if possible, a photo of the bloom. They welcome your list.  They will be forwarding details on how to 

participate in a remote auction as we get closer to the day. 

As we are uncertain when our meeting locations will reopen, it has been decided for the remainder of 2020 our 

monthly meetings will be held online.   

We would love some of you creative hostess to come up with ideas for our virtual Christmas party.  Suggestions 

welcome! 

Get your note pad ready for September 9
th

 Sergio Garcia presenting a talk on Cattleya labiata.  See attached bio. 

Sergio has even promised to come in person as soon as the COVID issue has passed. 

You will receive your link to the meeting from Rebecca. If you have any questions or need help, please reach out. 

Cheryl 

 

How to Attend a Virtual Meeting 

Click on the link provided in the email. Make sure you are using Chrome, Safari, or Firefox. Do not use Internet 

Explorer. You are able to turn on and off your microphone, but you will not be able to use your camera. It eats 

up too much bandwidth and is distracting. If your computer does not have a microphone, you can call in using 

the phone number and code in the email.  If you are not talking, please mute yourself. There will be a test run 

for everyone to test out the technology the night before, and all are encouraged to do so. Dates and times are 

in the email. Please do not share this link with nonmembers. Thank you! 
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Upcoming AOS Webinars 

All webinars from 8:30-9:30PM EST 

Registration at www.aos.org 

October 6: AOS Greenhouse Chat  
Presenter Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society 

Director of Education, and accredited AOS judge, will 

hold a Q&A session on orchid culture.  Advanced 

Registration (space is limited) required. The webinar is 

free for everyone. 

September 10: Encyclias: a look at the 

species and hybrids 

With Mike Curtin 

 

Orchids in the News 

Denver Botanical Garden Orchid Collection: read 

more here.  

Mass. Orchid Rediscovered After 19 Years: read 

more here. 

Cricket-Dispersed Orchid Seed Evolution: read 

more here. 

 

AOS Webinars 

AOS MEMBER-ONLY WEBINARS AVAILABLE TO 

EVERYONE! We recognize these are challenging times. 

We're living through an unprecedented period in our 

history. In light of this, we're pleased to announce that 

we're making some of our most cherished member-only 

content (our member-only webinars) available for the 

general public through the end of May. Browse our entire 

webinar catalogue. Learn about orchids. Breathe. Reflect. 

We can and we will triumph over this terrible virus. We 

hope this small gesture can add color, beauty and 

education into your life. Let one of nature's largest families 

of flowering plants inspire you with its beauty and diversity. 

 

HAVE IDEAS? 

 

If you have ideas 

about the direction 

of the future of the 

society, please 

consider joining 

the board! 

https://richmond.com/lifestyles/home-and-garden/orchids-the-orchid-collection-of-the-denver-botanic-gardens/article_3debefde-a99c-5892-b749-3f395316235d.html
https://www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2020/08/24/crested-fringed-orchid-masswildlife-discovery
https://phys.org/news/2020-08-crickets-disperse-seeds-early-diverging-orchid.html


  August Meeting Minutes  

 
This meeting consisted of a series of slides showing various ways members are summering their orchids outside. 
Different people found different solutions for their orchids.  
 
Sue Kennedy has a three-sided frame with a clear plastic top where she hangs her orchids on lattice. Shade 
cloth covers one side of the structure. She has three-tiered steps that serve as shelves, and the shadiest part is 
used for baby orchids and miniatures. Shading on average is about 40%. She finds the bromeliads help orchids 
to bloom. Wire baskets hold them in place.  
 
Mary Rampone put her orchids under a tree, where their roots hang down in the breeze. Some of her plants are 
hung on a clothesline, or placed on a saw horse.  
 
Jeff Richards also has a three-sided structure with a lid over his paphs, all of these raised above the ground.  
 
Dave Tognalli uses cement blocks standing on landscape cloth with metal coated shelving for the orchids. He 
has 40 to 60% shade cloth covering the area raised on metal poles. Every year the base is rototilled and weeds 
are prevented. He has been using the system for 25 years very effectively. The metal coated shelving has a 
raised edge which holds the orchids in place during wind storms.  
 
Roger Heigel has his orchids hanging in the greenhouse and some attached to his deck outside, which did blow 
around in the wind to some degree.  
 
Cheryl Mizak did have trouble with plants blowing in the wind, unfortunately, although the greenhouse looks 
great.  
 
Rebecca Schwartz has many plants on her deck. As well as orchids she has fruits, including citrus, figs, and 
dragon fruit. 
 
+++++++++++++ 
 
 
COS is planning an online auction in October, and will need names and pictures of plants to be auctioned off. 
We are also invited to listen in on the Albany Orchid Society’s talk on September 12th at 1pm, on woodland 
orchids. October 3rd is another, titled Paph paradise. They are having an auction outside in September, and 
interested people should ask Cheryl about it. 
 
September 9th is our next meeting with Sergio from Olompali Orchids on Cattleya labiata. 
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August Virtual Show Table 
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Connecticut Orchid 

Society is an incorporated 

non-profit 501 (c) (3) 

organization founded in 

1959. Please consider 

making a charitable 

contribution to COS. 

 

Most donations made to 

COS are tax deductible. 
 

COS Membership Information 

Membership is open to anyone interested in orchids. Members join the Society by payment of 

annual dues. Memberships may be individual, student, family, life, or honorary. Honorary 

membership is for life and is made by nomination of the Board of Directors and majority vote of 

the membership present at a regular meeting. Annual membership includes electronic delivery of 

the newsletter. The newsletter is published each month except July and August. 

COS Membership Dues: $20/yr. Individual $25/yr. Family 

$200 Individual or $250 Family Lifetime Membership (never pay dues again!) Visit 

www.ctorchids.org to apply for/renew membership. We accept Paypal.  

Contact Membership Chairperson Mary Rampone at COSMembership@earthlink.net  for details. 

Mentor List 

The following COS members are available to answer your culture 

questions and help you with any orchid growing problems you 

may have. 

Sam Hinckleysamuelhinckley@comcast.net(860) 688-0943 

(After 7:30 pm) Windowsill growing methods: Species & hybrids 
 

Glenn McGeoughmcgeough7@gmail.com(203) 482-

3973Specializing in Cattleyas. 
 

Jeffrey Richardsjeffrey.richards@snet.net 
Greenhouse growing methods: Specializing in Paphiopedilums. 
 

David Tognallidtog54@sbcglobal.net(860) 521-7249 (Contact 

Evenings& weekends) Windowsill & outdoor growing methods: 
Warm growers, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, & mixed genera. 
 

Rebecca Schwartz rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.comVivarium 

growing methods, windowsill Catasetums and species Phaleanopsis 
 

 

mailto:COSMembership@earthlink.net
mailto:samuelhinckley@comcast.net
mailto:mcgeough7@gmail.com
mailto:jeffrey.richards@snet.net
mailto:dtog54@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT     Cheryl Mizak    203-264-6096 

VICE-PRESIDENT, EDITOR   Rebecca Schwartz  rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.com 

TREASURER     David Tognalli    860-521-7249 

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE    Sue Kennedy    860-567-1337 

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE    Karen Kuziel    203-262-9077 

RECORDING SECRETARY   Carla Koch    203-272-8121 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON   Mary Rampone    203-263-2831 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY       

LIBRARIAN/HISTORIAN   

AOS REPRESENTATIVE    Glenn McGeough    203-482-3973 

CONSERVATION CHAIRPERSON   

SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR      

REFRESHMENT CO-CHAIR    

WEB MASTER     Suzie Spinelli 

2019 Connecticut Orchid Society Officers & Posts 

 

By Mail:  

 Connecticut Orchid Society, Inc. 

 Editorial Office 

 P.O. Box 198 

 Farmington, CT 06034-0198 

 

By Email: 

 President Cheryl Mizak 

  president@ctorchids.org 

 Editor Rebecca Schwartz 

  ctorchidsociety@gmail.com 

Contact Us 

Connecticut Orchid Society Mission Statement 
 

The Connecticut Orchid Society is an incorporated, non-profit association for the preservation and 

extension of knowledge concerning the conservation, ecology, science, cultivation, hybridization, 

appreciation and uses of orchids; and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable 

to effectuate such purposes. 
 

 

mailto:president@ctorchids.org
mailto:ctorchidsociety@gmail.com

