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President's Message
Hi Folks,

The changing of seasons is upon us again, the days are growing shorter and colder, all our tender plants besides
Cymbidium and hardy orchids should be inside under cover for the winter. Nighttime lows will soon prove damaging for
all but the most cool-tolerant species. The great migration back inside is always daunting when you find that everything
has grown and there is no longer space to house them all. Perhaps it’s time to divide and reduce the size of an overgrown
plant or donate extras to new homes at a society meeting. Use all the extra time with your plants to scout for pests and
diseases and make note of future projects. There is never a dull moment when it comes to growing orchids. Once
everything is safely housed you can kick back and enjoy a cup of hot cider and enjoy the fall foliage.

Last month | hope everyone enjoyed our annual repotting clinic and took advantage of all the repotting supplies for sale.
We had a good turnout and time for some socializing with a change from our usual lecture style program to a more hands
on workshop. There was a large raffle table with some nice plants on it, everyone went home with something! The
window for repotting should always be based on when your plants are in active growth. Don’t be tempted to stick to a
hard and fast schedule for repotting, watch for the right time. Orchids only seem difficult to grow if you aren’t working
with the plants schedule. This time of year some orchids may be coming into active growth while others are in a dormant
resting state until next year.

Part of the joy of growing orchids is caring and nurturing a living thing to its full potential, you adapt your schedule to
their needs for them to thrive.

Our upcoming October meeting will be a lecture by Kim Fedderson from Fair Orchids in Hillsborough, NJ with a talk on
Cymbidiums. From Kim “I was genetically imprinted on all things botanical in my father’s retail orchid & tropicals
nursery. | elected not to go into the family business full time, but have always maintained my interest and a large
collection of this and that. | have grown orchids since 1968, specializing in slippers (primarily Paphiopedilum),with Paph
fairrieanum my favorite species, smaller Vandaceous plants (see Neofinetia falcata Maplewood) and a sprinkling of
Cattleyas, Aussie Dendrobiums & Cymbidiums. | do a little breeding in several genera, so | often have a variety of extra
plants, seedlings and occasionally flasks for sale.”

His talk will be A Look at Cymbidium: An overview of the more important species, hybrid types, and cultural requirements.
There will be plants for sale at the meeting and as we mentioned at the last meeting his speaker fee to the society will be
reduced based on the amount of plant sales at the meeting, so if you have some extra space and are looking for
something new consider not only supporting Kim, but the COS! | am certainly looking forward to this talk since
cymbidiums are some of the easiest orchids to grow as a houseplant and are in my opinion under appreciated by the
hobby as a whole. Some of the standard plants can take up a significant amount of real estate, but newer hybrids are on
the smaller side. Looking forward to seeing everyone there at the meeting!

Stay tuned for the Massachusetts Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale in November, the COS will be putting together a
display table for the event which will take place on November 8th -10th at the Sons of Italy Hall in Winchester, MA. We
need volunteers to setup ahead of the show on Thursday November 7th and takedown on Sunday November 10th after
the show. As usual if you have blooming plants that you would like to show in our society display, we will be reaching out
shortly to coordinate setup and takedown of our display, so keep your eyes open for an email. It’s always fun to send in a
plant and come home with a ribbon!

-Christian

The Connecticut Orchid Society www.ctorchids.org Page 2



HAVE IDEAS? Upcoming AOS Webinars

All webinars from 8:30-9:30PM EST
Registration at www.aos.org

Oct 10: Documentation and

If you have ideas Conservation of Chikanda Orchids in
about the direction the Highlands of Southern Tanzania
At 8:30pm
Of the fUture Of the Oct 15: Greenhouse Chat

society, please At 8:30pm

Nov 10: AOS CULTURE DAY "KNOW
MORE NOVEMBER: ORCHID CULTURE,
the board! CONSERVATION AND YOU!"

consider joining

At 10:00am

Orchids in the News

New research offers fresh hope to curb illegal
orchid trafficking in Vietham: read more here.

Searching for Rare Orchids at Sleeping Bear Dunes:
read more here.

Inside a 40-year effort to protect a tiny wild orchid:
read more here.

New insight into orchid origins: read more here.
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https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/slbe-searching-for-rare-orchids.htm
https://www.wbur.org/news/2024/07/26/small-whorled-pogonia-rare-wild-orchid
https://source.washu.edu/2024/02/new-insight-into-orchid-origins/

August/September Meeting Minutes

Black Rock State Park in Watertown was the setting of the 2024 COS Picnic on August 10th. Eighteen COS members
enjoyed a gorgeous afternoon together. There was plenty of food and lovely orchids on display. There was a brief
business meeting where the upcoming schedule for the fall was discussed. Highlights include:

1. October 9 2024- Farmington Meeting- Kim Fedderson from Fair Orchards in New Jersey will be the guest
speaker

2. November 8-10th there will be an orchid show in Winchester MA (north of Boston) Set up will be on Thursday
November 7th and breakdown is Sunday November 10rh. COS is looking for volunteers to set up or take down
the display.

3. November 13th 2024- Cheshire_ Dave Sorokowsky from Paph Paradise Orchids, in CA will be with us again as
our guest speaker

4. December 11, 2024 Farmington will be the site of our annual holiday party.

5. Of note, COS is looking to replace Karen as our hostess since she will be retiring and will no longer fulfill the
role of refreshment coordinator. This role is also a Board Member at Large. Responsibilities include
purchasing water, coffee, tea, snacks and setting it up for our meetings and coordinating refreshments/food
for special events.

6. There was discussion about the possibility of holding a fundraiser in the month of November however in the
September meeting it was decided to do a fundraiser in the spring 2025 instead. A second vendor could not
be found for November 2024.

On September 11th 2024 COS met in Cheshire for a Repotting Clinic. Members were encouraged to bring plants to
the meeting that were in need of repotting. They were given the opportunity to purchase potting medium and
supplies and to have questions answered. Members receive a 25% discount on potting supplies purchased from the
society.

1. The fall schedule was reemphasized (see above)
2. Dave suggested the COS show be moved from April to the Fall in 2025 and that we hold a fundraiser in the
Spring like we did in 2023.

Submitted by Valerie D'Apice
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September Show Table

Brassia verrucosa ‘Santa Barbara® AM/AOS J. Chang i, g/l
Catamodes Dragon’s Blood J. Chang i'w, g/l
Catasetum De Etta Harris *Green Goddess’ J. Chang /w, g/l
Cattleyva maxima coerulea C. Lesage i, g
Paphiopedilum henryanum J. Chang i, g/l
Paphiopedilum sukhakulii J. Chang 1, g/l
Paphiopedilum Voodoo Magic J. Chang i'w, g/l
Phragmipedium besseae J. Chang c/i, g/l
Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows J. Chang i, g/l

* ¢ = cool, 1=intermediate, w=warm

g=greenhouse, I=lights, w=windowsill

Brassia verrucosa ‘Santa Barbara’ AM/AOS

o il
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September Show Table
Catamodes Dragon’s Blood

The Connecticut Orchid Society
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Cattleya maxima coerulea

.
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Paphiopedilum sukhakulii
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People’s Choice runner up!

Phragmipedium besseae

People’s Choice winner!

Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows
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Upcoming Events for 2024: COS and Beyond

October
October 7 Board Meeting 7pm
October 9 COS Meeting Farmington: Kim Fedderson, Fair Orchids
October 12 NHOS Chuck Wingate Orchid Auction, Bedford NH
November
November 8-10 Massachusetts Orchid Society Show, Winchester, MA
November 11 Board Meeting 7pm
November 13 COS Meeting Cheshire: Dave Sorokowsky, Slipper Orchids

December

December 9 Board Meeting 7pm
December 11 COS Holiday Party

Subject to Change

Native Orchids in Autumn

Be on the lookout for native orchids in bloom as you enjoy these cooler temperatures outside. Here is autumn coralroot
(Corallorhiza odontorhiza) with seedpods. Behind it is another plant about to bloom. These were found in Burlington, CT in
mid-September.
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Mentor List Connecticut Orchid
Society is an incorporated

questions and help you with any orchid growing problems you non-_pro-l_:lt 501 (C) (3)
may have. organization founded in

_ , 1959. Please consider
Sam Hinckley samuelhinckley@comcast.net (860) 688-0943 . ;
(After 7:30 pm) Windowsill growing methods: Species & hybrids maklng a Charltable

contribution to COS.

The following COS members are available to answer your culture

Glenn McGeough mcgeough7@gmail.com (203) 482-3973
Specializing in Cattleyas.

Most donations made to
Jeffrey Richards jeffrey.richards@snet.net COS are tax deductible.

Greenhouse growing methods: Specializing in Paphiopedilums.

David Tognalli dtog54@sbcglobal.net (860) 521-7249 (Contact
Evenings & weekends) Windowsill & outdoor growing methods:
Warm growers, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, & mixed genera.

Rebecca Schwartz rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.com Vivarium
growing methods, windowsill Catasetums and species Phaleanopsis

COS Membership Information

Membership is open to anyone interested in orchids. Members join the Society by payment of
annual dues. Memberships may be individual, student, family, life, or honorary. Honorary
membership is for life and is made by nomination of the Board of Directors and majority vote of
the membership present at a regular meeting. Annual membership includes electronic delivery of
the newsletter. The newsletter is published each month except July and August.

COS Membership Dues: $30/yr. Individual $35/yr. Family

$300 Individual or S350 Family Lifetime Membership (never pay dues again!) Visit
www.ctorchids.org to apply for/renew membership. We accept Paypal.

Contact Membership Chairperson Mary Rampone at COSMembership@earthlink.net for details.

The Connecticut Orchid Society www.ctorchids.org Page 11


mailto:COSMembership@earthlink.net
mailto:samuelhinckley@comcast.net
mailto:mcgeough7@gmail.com
mailto:jeffrey.richards@snet.net
mailto:dtog54@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rebecca.r.schwartz@gmail.com

2024 Connecticut Orchid Society Officers & Posts

CO-PRESIDENTS Mary Rampone & Christian Lesage

VICE-PRESIDENT Jason Chang

TREASURER Suzie Spinelli

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE, EDITOR Rebecca Schwartz

DIRECTOR -AT- LARGE Karen Kuziel 203-262-9077

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE Mike Wicki

RECORDING SECRETARY Carla Koch & Valerie D'Apice 203-272-8121
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON Mary Rampone 203-263-2831
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

LIBRARIAN/HISTORIAN

AOS REPRESENTATIVE Glenn McGeough 203-482-3973
CONSERVATION CHAIRPERSON

SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR Katya Lazor

WEB MASTER Suzie Spinelli

Contact Us

By Mail:

Connecticut Orchid Society, Inc.
Editorial Office

P.O. Box 198

Farmington, CT 06034-0198

By Email:

ctorchidsociety@agmail.com

Connecticut Orchid Society Mission Statement

The Connecticut Orchid Society is an incorporated, non-profit association for the preservation and

extension of knowledge concerning the conservation, ecology, science, cultivation, hybridization,

appreciation and uses of orchids; and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable
to effectuate such purposes.
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